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Dear Readers, 

 
What draws your attention? Being startled usually causes us to quickly shift our gaze. Urgent 
situations may dictate our focus. Often, the immediate needs of daily living require all our 
concentration. I find I'm easily distracted from what's really important... diagnosis: A.D.O.S. 
(Attention Deficit... Ooh - Shiny!!) 
 
"But he's already made it plain how to live, what to do, what God is looking for in men and 
women. It's quite simple: Do what is fair and just to your neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in 
your love, And don't take yourself too seriously - take God seriously." Micah 6:8 (MSG) 
 
I pray this coming year is one of being intent on keeping our gaze fixed on Jesus, regardless of 
the urgencies and distractions... that we would always return our attention to God's plans for 
us. 
 
 
Laura Hesselink 
US Administrative Director 
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In this update you can read, hear, and see EMA's mission in action. 
 

• In this update you can read, hear, and see EMA's mission in action.  
• First, check out a blog post by Caryl.  
• Secondly, a motivational bible verse. 
• Next, get to know Saw Eh Tha Paung, Year 3 EMA PA student.  
• Also, watch Virtual Update 2021 to know more about EMA. 
• Celebrate EMA's Physician Assistant Graduating class. 
• Lastly, please see a few prayer requests from Earth Mission Asia. 

 

 
Earth Mission Asia 
 
ANOTHER YEAR HAS GONE BY 
 
"Thankful to be able to see so many of you when Mitch and I traveled to the US in October and 
November. We had not been able to travel internationally for 2 years.  
 
We met Gwen in person (now 15 months old) and really enjoyed seeing our other grand girls, our 
kids, our 4 parents and so many other family and friends.  

 
We thought 2020 was strange and unusual, but 2021 outdid 2020! This ongoing change is 
stressful.  
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Our resilient EMA staff continued to impress this year on top of COVID restrictions changing life 
by the day and month and the coup in Myanmar adding to the many program changes we have 
had to make.  
 
Our staff in all locations did amazingly well – 40 staff at our T-RAD clinic, 15 staff at our RTC clinic, 
13 staff in Chiang Mai, and 3 in the USA.  
 

 
 
As we traveled, we asked all of you to read our EMA Yearbook and to pray for each member in 
the book- both staff and students.” – Caryl, Administration Director 
 
“Being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and 
patience with joy.” Colossians 1:11 ESV 

  
 

 
T-RAD Clinic 

 
"In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith." - 
Galatians 3:26 (NIV) 
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Rain Tree Clinic 
 
"Eh Tha Paung, Year 3 Physician Assistant student, talks about his 
educational background and the lack of educational opportunities in his 
village. 
 
I am 30 years-old and was born in Lann Pha village, Kaw Kareink 
township, Myanmar. Lann Pha is a big village, having approximately 380 
houses, but we have no electricity, no roads, nor schools after 4th grade. 
 
I was 9 years-old when I started going to school. Since I knew my 
village's schools did not offer education after Grade 4, I left after 
completing Grade 2 to study at Umpiem Mai refugee camp on the Thai-
Burmese border. Umpiem Mai camp is far from my village. It took 3 
traveling days - hiking for two days and one whole day driving. I started 
feeling lonely after studying in the camp for 3 years because I had no 
contact with my family. I completed Grade 5 from Umpiem Mai camp and then joined 
another Thai refugee camp, called Nu Po, where I was able to complete Grade 10. Nu Po 
camp is also far from my village, about 2 days-walk. I had no other option but to walk to Nu 
Po camp because we have no proper roads leading there, plus it's nearly impossible to 
travel by car during rainy season." - Eh Tha Paung 
 
 

 

 
Physician Assistant Graduation 2021 
 

EMA Announces the Second Graduating Class of 
Physicians Assistants. 
 
Keep these young students in your prayers as 
they move forward with their passion to help the 
Karen community. They will soon take on key 
roles in providing quality healthcare in remote 
villages. Date: January, 29 2022 
 
 
 

Congrats Graduates! And thank YOU, EMA faithful donors for supporting these students. 
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Prayer Requests:  

 

• Pray for the COVID-19 situation in both Thailand and Myanmar, affecting 
families, travel, and businesses. 

• Thankful for all the Donors for their continuous support. 
• Pray for EMAF board members, volunteers, and staff for their work, life, and 

health. 
• Pray for peace in Karen State, especially around Rain Tree Clinic.  
• Please pray for construction work going at the RTC that it may finish before 

rainy season. 
• Pray for safe and quick transportation, due to coup it has been hard to 

transport medical supplies.  
• Pray for the new truck needed at RTC.   

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." ∞ Romans 12:12 NIV 

 


