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Dear Readers,        

 

 

As this year draws to a close, I pray you are blessed with memories of God's goodness in the 
midst of chaos, pain or struggle. Earth Mission has much to remember because YOU chose to 
support the work of bringing health to the hidden. THANK YOU!!! 

 
 
  

  
 
Laura Hesselink 
USA Administrative Director 
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In this update you can read, hear, and see EMA's mission in action. 
 

• First, check out EMA's first-ever Physician Assistant graduation.  
• Secondly, read a blog update from Lauren (EMA's Year 1 Director). 
• Don't miss a patient story from T-RAD clinic.  
• You will also get to read and celebrate Karen Medics week with Tyler (EMA's PA 

Training Co-Ordinator). Also, Lay Lay Poe's (a recent Physician Assistant Graduate) 
shares a message to fellow health workers and students.  

• Lastly, please see a few prayer requests from Earth Mission Asia. 
 

 

EMA's First-ever Physician Assistant Graduation 

 
On December 23rd EMA Graduated its first-ever Physician Assistant batch. This milestone 
wouldn't be possible without YOUR support. EMA is grateful for YOUR trust and support.  
Huge shout out to these Physician Assistants: 
Saw Thit, Saw Sai Sai Poe, Naw Bwae Htee Khu, Naw Lay Lay Poe, Saw Moo Kler Taw & 
Saw Hsa Khu Say Wah.  
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Earth Mission Asia 
 
“My personal Covid-19 story starts in February 2020, just before the pandemic exploded. I could 
never have imagined at that time that I would be writing this from Bangkok so many months later. 
It is now day 2 of our family’s 15-day mandatory quarantine on returning to Thailand after 8 
months away.   
 
In early February, my parents were visiting 
from the US. They had traveled by air wearing 
masks, and all of us thought it was a little bit 
silly that they bothered to make such an effort 
for a virus that surely would be mostly 
forgotten in a few months. My father, Stanley 
Brown, died suddenly and unexpectedly in an 
accident. I am devastated. His death has 
brought my world, our world, to a crashing 
halt.  
 
We left Thailand shortly after my father’s death, to go to America to be with my mother and to 
attend his memorial service. Of course, the service was cancelled- delayed- until July. We didn’t 
know when we left Thailand that we wouldn’t be able to get back in for 8 months. We didn’t 
know how hard grieving, being on the move, and displaced during covid-19 would be.  
 
I have had lots of time for reflection in this season. Time to grieve, time to think, time to be 
frustrated and angry and grateful. But this blog post is not about me, or about my Dad- though he 
is worthy of many words. This post is about EMA, and why the work- the investment is truly 
worthwhile. Why, after reflection and time away, it is so important that we have returned.  
 
My own personal struggle during these months has helped me to appreciate more fully, the 
critical work that is being done by Earth Mission Asia.  
 
In our stress and the pain that we experienced in the long wait for an ambulance while my dad 
lay dying; in the language and cultural barriers we faced when trying to explain what happened; 
in the impossibility to get the exact care for my Dad we thought we needed at the time. I relive 
these experiences and feelings every time I replay my Dad’s accident and death. I am compelled 
to remember the communities of Karen people that live with the reality of poor access to health 
care for both emergencies and common, preventable diseases. I think of people that witness or 
experience a disease or accident of a family member and have no option to call an ambulance. It 
is highly unlikely that they will be greeted by care given in their own language or with any 
cultural understanding.  
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This is why the work that EMA does has always struck me with such force, and how it continues 
to do so now on a more personal level. We work to train Physician Assistant students from rural 
Karen state with the hope that their communities will not have to live with the fear that when 
something medically happens, whether large or small, they have to stand by and let death win. It 
is with the hope that culturally competent care given by educated PA’s in the language of the 
patient becomes not a distant dream but a present reality.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is worth spending money, lonely quarantine hours, and time to get back to this work. Knowing 
that God has equipped his people, his church and a community of diverse individuals with the 
tools, education, skills and knowledge needed to pursue this work, is the picture of hope for me 
in this season.” – Lauren, EMA Year 1 Program Director   
 

 
T-RAD Clinic 

 
Saw Phar Law La is from Kaw Mu Pwar Deh village (K5). He is 44 
years old and was suffering from Psoas Abscess. 
 
It took him 5 hours to travel to the T-RAD clinic for which he 
rented a car. The T-RAD doctors administered care and referred 
him to the Phyu General Hospital. There he was hospitalized for 
about 20 days. The T-RAD clinic paid for all costs including 
transportation. 
 

Saw Phar Law La is happy and thankful to everyone at T-RAD clinic for their love and care. 
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Rain Tree Clinic 
 
I have been thinking recently about encouragement. It’s easy these days to feel dark, gloomy, 
and depressed with all the bad things going on in the world, the global pandemic, and the ugly 
effects it has had on humanity. 
 
Recently, in the USA, we Emergency Nurses 
were celebrated on our annual Emergency 
Nurses Week. The wonderful med-surg and 
ICU nurses who are honest with themselves 
will have to admit that they hold a sort of 
grudging respect and awe (although with a 
tad of annoyance) for those ER nurses who 
bring them “train wrecks” of patients and 
who are always persistently calling to give a 
report as soon as their ER patients have a 
room assignment on the floor, just so they 
can put another bleeding and broken patient 
in that ER bed and do it all over again… day 
after day after day. 
  
So, this week I want to celebrate “Karen Medics Week,” I want to celebrate those brave Karen 
medics, PA students, nurses and doctors, those live-savers, those “answer any and every call for 
help,” those baby-deliverers-motorbike-jockeying-harrowing-mountain-road-driving brave 
young men and women. The PA students of EMA who answer the call to give and administer 
care and assistance to people in some of the most remote and desolate locations left on planet 
Earth. To those who are hurting, desperate and dying, those who simply have 
no…other…options. These medics and students do it not for the money, there is virtually none, they 
do it not for the accolades and recognition, there is virtually none. They do it out of a deep sense 
of service, duty, and love for their Karen people. To serve people as Jesus served people, even 
when the personal cost and toll are almost more than one can bear.  
 
So today, say a prayer, give a hand, raise a toast and honor and celebrate with me all the brave 
Karen medics and healthcare heroes serving on the front lines in the middle of a country-wide 
pandemic under some of the most challenging conditions and resource-limited areas of Burma. 
Here’s to all the Karen Medics and Healthcare Workers! Much love and respect! 
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Student Testimony 
 
Naw Lay Lay Poe (Year 5 Physician Assistant Graduate) shares a message to fellow health 
workers and students: 
 
“I've always liked taking care of others, especially 
patients. I like interacting with them, showing them that I 
care, asking them where they are from and what is their 
medical problem. I feel more independent working in 
remote areas like Rain Tree Clinic (RTC). Fourth year 
helped me to understand and remember patient cases 
better. If I have the chance, I would also like to improve 
the education level of my village, which only provides 
education until grade 7. I’ve noticed that young children 
don’t want to go to school because some schools are 
very far and they need to cross the river. 
 
My message to all young kids out there is, “𝐀𝐥𝐥 𝐭𝐡𝐞 𝐜𝐡𝐢𝐥𝐝𝐫𝐞𝐧 𝐰𝐡𝐨 𝐝𝐨 𝐧𝐨𝐭 𝐠𝐨 𝐭𝐨 𝐬𝐜𝐡𝐨𝐨𝐥, 𝐩𝐥𝐞𝐚𝐬𝐞 𝐠𝐨 𝐭𝐨 
𝐬𝐜𝐡𝐨𝐨𝐥 𝐛𝐞𝐜𝐚𝐮𝐬𝐞 𝐲𝐨𝐮 𝐰𝐢𝐥𝐥 𝐡𝐚𝐯𝐞 𝐚 𝐛𝐞𝐭𝐭𝐞𝐫 𝐟𝐮𝐭𝐮𝐫𝐞." 
 

 

Prayer Requests:  
 

• Thankful for Hla Say, one of our scholarship students, arriving in Thailand to 
begin his quarantine and will come to Chiang Mai on Jan 2. He was in 
Myanmar for the last 8 months and was not able to return due to the border 
restrictions. 

• Thankful for year end finances that God provided all the funds we needed for 
each location.  

• Rain Tree Clinic (RTC) has not had internet access for more than 2 weeks. Pray 
for communication and that the system can be fixed.  

• Pray for good decisions as RTC has had several very sick patients.  
• Pray for RTC's truck to be fixed.  
• Pray for transition of Y4 students moving on to Y5 and will be leaving for other 

rotations.  
• Pray for transition of Y3 students to Y4 as the Y4 students do most of the RTC 

clinic work.   

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." ∞ Romans 12:12 NIV 

 


