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Dear Readers,        

 
 
How's your blood pressure these days? With all the restrictions, re-openings and 
requirements it can be difficult to maintain a calm demeanor. Are your hopes and fears 
interacting like bumper-cars on a roller coaster? How we react to all this uncertainty can be 
puzzling at times. None of us have been through a global pandemic before, but in 
Christ, "we have troubles all around us, but we are not defeated. We do not know what 
to do, but we do not give up the hope of living." - 2 Corinthians 4:8 (NCV) Read the whole 
chapter - it'll do great things for your blood pressure! 
 
 
Laura Hesselink 
US Administrative Director  
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Earth Mission Asia 
 

UPDATE: New Year 1 Students, Chiang Mai 
 
 

EMA selected a new class of Physician Assistant (12) and Engineer (2) students in February, 
2020. We had planned to bring them from Myanmar to Chiang Mai, Thailand, to start their 
pre-med/foundational studies year (the Year 1 Program). The school year was planned from 
May 11, 2020 to March 19, 2021. The new students were able to complete the admission 
process, including applying for and receiving passports. But then, in April, Thailand closed 
its borders. We sent the students home to wait for further instruction. They have been 
calling our admin office every month for updates, and so far, it has been the same answer: 
the borders are still closed and we don't know when we can bring them.  
 
The engineers were able to start their education in Ler Doh, Myanmar, because there are 
only two of them and we have a teacher and projects for them there. We considered 
bringing the PA students to Ler Doh to start their program, but because English and a general 
introduction to Western medicine, science, and critical thinking are the main subjects of 
Year 1, we rely on Western teachers to provide an immersive program. These teachers 
are in Thailand. The borders into Myanmar are also closed, so this was not an option. 
 
We have considered postponing this class' start date to May of 2021, but we would prefer 
not to have a gap of a whole year with no students. If we can bring our students by 
October of this year, we can fit two slightly shortened Year 1 classes into the next two years 
and still end up back on schedule by 2022. The schedule would roughly be the following 
(for Year 1 only): 2020 incoming class October 2020 thru June 2021; 2021 incoming class 
June 2021 thru March 2022. The incoming class in 2022 would start in May, on schedule.  
 
 
We don't know if it will be possible even by October, but we would like to try.  
Prayers are needed!   
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T-RAD Clinic 
 
In 2019, TRAD clinic had 9,947 total patient visits 
and 9,032 Lab tests were performed. 
Our T-RAD clinic serves Ler Doh (Kyaukkyi) township 
as well as nearby towns such as Mone, Nant Thar 
Kwin, Kyauk Ta Gar and Phyu. It serves as a 
secondary care center and referral clinic for Karen 
district K3 and part of K5. The clinic is strengthening 
local health capacity with a well-equipped 
laboratory providing services unavailable in other 
nearby health centers. It strives to reduce 
pregnancy risks by being the only clinic to provide 
regular OB-GYN ultrasonography in the neighboring 
towns. We employ local Karen staff and students to serve patients in their own language and 
culture. It is also a professional training environment for PA students to learn various procedures 
and see a wide range of patients and diseases. 
 
 

 

Rain Tree Clinic 
 
"My name is Saw Ni Zar Tun and I am 53 years old. I am a farmer with 7 children. I came 

from a village in K3 that took me an hour and a half on motorbike which usually takes 3 

hours during the rainy season. 

 

Rain Tree Clinic is not the nearest clinic to my village 

but I still chose to come to this clinic because of its 

quality healthcare and the low fee which is very 

reasonable, almost free. I came with GI bleeding 

disease, and I've been suffering from this disease for 3 

years now. This is my first visit to the Rain Tree clinic 

and I've been treated here for 6 days and already 

feeling much better. Staff here took really good care of 

me. I am so impressed to see their professionalism 

and dedication to provide better healthcare for the 

Karen State." - Ni Zar Tun 
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Student Testimony 
 
"During my time in Chiang Mai, some of the positive things that I learned from my foreign teachers 
was how to value and respect time and mainly how to be kind and show care and affection to 
others. 

 
In Ler Doh, it's been different. There are people from 
many different ethnicities and religions. I've come to 
realize that even we, the Karen, speak in different 
tones and dialects which sometimes becomes a 
hindrance towards easy communication. With that 
being said, one great thing is that a lot of patients 
come to the T-RAD clinic with positivity. They hope to 
be cured which I've felt and seen in them when they 
are waiting with patience and humility in long lines to 
be checked." - Pa Tall, Year 3 EMA Physician 
Assistant Student 
 

______________________________________ 
 
COVID-19 
Sending immense gratitude to our healthcare 
workers for putting their own well-being on the 
line during the COVID-19 pandemic. And a huge 
thank you to YOU, our supporters for helping 
us. Our work has not stopped during this 
pandemic to provide healthcare to the Karen 
people. 
 
For updates on what EMA is doing to continue 
our mission amidst the current health crisis, stay 
connected to our Facebook and Instagram 
pages. To continue your support of helping the 
Karen, visit Earth Mission Asia and DONATE. 
 

______________________________________ 
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Prayer Requests for Earth Mission Asia:  
 

• Thankful for Dr. Mitch finally getting permission to enter Thailand with all the 
paperwork and documents required. He is in Bangkok doing his 14 day 
quarantine which will finish on August 1. Both he and Caryl are so relieved!  

• Please pray for one of our female staff at T-RAD who had a miscarriage. She is 
staying home to recover.  

• Pray for staff recruitment at the T-RAD clinic. One doctor and one laboratory 
technician are needed. We have had several candidates and even though they 
say yes, they are still not sure about coming.  

• Pray for Thailand as so many are waiting to come. Due to the travel 
restrictions, our Year 1 students still cannot travel, and several of our 
volunteers are waiting to get back.  

• Pray for our Bo Kaew dorm community project near Chiang Mai. The renovation 
of a kitchen and dorm is progressing.  

• For RTC, please pray for all the farmers. It has started raining everyday and it 
is difficult for them to farm. 

• Pray that the ceasefire agreement doesn't break and that there continues to be 
peace in the area. 

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." ∞ Romans 12:12 
NIV 


